include materials suppliers, part fabricators, and end users. As appropriate, the expertise and unique facilities of the federal laboratories can be integrated into such consortia.
Finding: Material suppliers typically provide their products to makers of semi-finished products, such as forging and casting houses. This tends to decouple material companies from their ultimate customers: the end users. Direct links between the material suppliers and the end users would provide the materials industry with first-hand knowledge of user needs and the users with first-hand appreciation of capabilities within the materials industry. Such a strategy is suggested:
• An informal interactive forum, implemented on an individual basis or an industry-wide basis, could allow the necessary interchange of information and improve market pull and product focus for material producers. Existing mechanisms already in place at various trade associations can facilitate these interactions. Use of video conferencing electronic communications would further reduce the cost of maintaining the forum.
